The Fundacié Pauli Bellet & the Casal

Catala de Washington DC cordially invites
you to attend the popular Catalan tradition

'La Castanyada'

The Castanyada (Catalan pronunciation: [keste'nads]) is a popular Catalan festival,
celebrated on All Saints' Day. Like Halloween, its origins are in an ancient ritual festival of
the dead. It consists of a meal of chestnuts, panellets, sweet potato and preserved fruits,
typically with moscatell to drink. Around the time of this celebration, it is common for street
vendors to sell hot toasted chestnuts wrapped in newspaper. In many places, confectioners
often organise raffles of chestnuts and preserved fruit.

It seems that the tradition of eating these foods comes from the fact that during All Saints'
night, the night before All Souls' Day in the Christian tradition, bell ringers would ring bells in
commemoration of the dead into the early morning. Friends and relatives would help with
this task, and everyone would eat these foods for sustenance.

The festival is usually depicted with the figure of a castanyera: an old lady, dressed in
peasant's clothing and wearing a headscarf, sat behind a table, roasting chestnuts for street
sale.

Come and celebrate the Castanyada with the Casal Catala de Washington DC and
Fundaci6 Pauli Bellet.

Day: Nov. 5th 2011(Saturday)
Time: From 3pm to 7pm
Where: 4601 North Park Avenue, Chevy Chase, MD (see map here)
What:
-From 3pm to 5pm: crafts, drawings, make up kids, and to prepare panellets
-5pm: a storyteller will explain the Castanyera story to the children
-5.30pm: candy games
-From 5.30pm to 6.30pm: time to eat castanyes, panellets and more
-7pm: end

Metro: Friendship Heights (10 minutes walking distance)
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http://maps.google.com/maps?q=4601+North+Park+Avenue&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x89b7c98ff9360399:0x385fdfee966b984c,4601+N+Park+Ave,+Chevy+Chase,+MD+20815&gl=us&ei=XxmaTsnpGqrj0QGf9aDBBA&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=image&resnum=1&ved=0CBwQ8gEwAA



